CHESS NOTES 10.11.07 Peter Sherlock

Paul Cumbers is a name that | predict will feature in this
column in future weeks and months. Son on Grantham’s Chris
Cumbers Paul has joined Lincoln Chess club since moving
into the area and | am sure will be a welcome acquisition.

This week’s game involves Paul against fellow Lincolnian
Ayman Hammam in their second round match in the Lincoln
Rapidplay held at Lindum Business Park last month. Play
began, with Ayman as white, following the French defence 1.
ed e6 2. d4 d5 3. Nc3 Ncb6 4. e5 6 5. exfé Nxfé 6. Nf3 Bb4

7. Bd3 0-0 8. Qe2 Nxd4 9. Nxd4 e5 10. Nb3 e4 and Paul has
sacrificed a knight for a pawn but now Ayman’s bishop is
trapped 11. Bb5 a6 12. Ba4 b5 13. Bd2 bxa4 14. Nxa4 Qe7 and
materially the game is even but Paul has gained control of

the centre.

Play continued 15. h3 Bd7 16. Nc3 Bd6 17. 0-0-0 h6 18. Be3
€6 19. g4 g5 20. Rdg1l c5 21. h4 d4 and Paul’'s pawn advance
in the centre seems unstoppable with Ayman’s only counter
being to mount an attack on black’s king (see diagram) 22.
hxg5 hxg5 23. Bxg5 dxc3 24. Qc4+ Qe6 25. Qxc3 and Paul is
now a piece up.

Going for the kill Paul admitted to being over ambitious at
this point providing Ayman, one of the county’s top

players, with the opportunity to counter attack 25. ...e3

26. Bxe3 Beb 27. Qd3 Rf7 28. g5 and Ayman’s g pawn looks
strong 28. ...Ng4 29. g6 Rg7 30. Bxc5 Bc6 31. Rh7 Bb5 32.
Qh3 Qxg6 33. Rxg7+ Bxg7 34. Rxg4 Qf6 35. Bd4 and Paul
resigned putting the game down to experience.






